Practical use of telemedicine in the chronically ventilated infant.
Telemedicine, or the use of electronic communication technology to improve patient health, is becoming more widely adopted as a means of bringing together patients, providers and family members to facilitate evaluation, monitoring, diagnosis and treatment. A particularly vulnerable group consists of children with dependence on technology, such as chronic mechanical ventilation. This chapter will provide an overview of how telehealth technology is currently being used, for supporting this patient population through 1) inpatient support 2) integration with the medical home 3) bridging care transitions 4) remote patient management and 5) multispecialty consultations. We will also discuss the impact on quality and cost, the current research environment and practical points for implementation into clinical practice.